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Le arning O b je ct ive s

• Identify the difference between the long and the short stay 
measures

• Recognize the lookback period for both measures
• Differentiate between the long and short stay technical 

specifications
• Apply this knowledge to facility operations and QI efforts.
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Resource s

• MDS 3.0 v1.20.1
• MDS 3.0 QM User’s Manual v18.0
• 5-Star User’s Guide January 2026
• Surveyor Critical Element Pathways
• SOM Appendix PP
• NH Antipsychotics TEP Report
• OIG Report Antipsychotics in Nursing Homes
• QSO-25-20-NH Revised
• March 2026 OIG Report APD
• March 2026 OIG Report Schizophrenia

https://www.cms.gov/medicare/quality/nursing-home-improvement/resident-assessment-instrument-manual
https://www.cms.gov/medicare/quality/nursing-home-improvement/resident-assessment-instrument-manual
https://www.cms.gov/medicare/quality/nursing-home-improvement/quality-measures
https://www.cms.gov/medicare/quality/nursing-home-improvement/quality-measures
https://www.cms.gov/medicare/provider-enrollment-and-certification/certificationandcomplianc/downloads/usersguide.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/medicare/provider-enrollment-and-certification/certificationandcomplianc/downloads/usersguide.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/medicare/provider-enrollment-and-certification/certificationandcomplianc/downloads/usersguide.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/medicare/provider-enrollment-and-certification/certificationandcomplianc/downloads/usersguide.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/medicare/provider-enrollment-and-certification/guidanceforlawsandregulations/nursing-homes
https://www.cms.gov/medicare/provider-enrollment-and-certification/guidanceforlawsandregulations/nursing-homes
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/appendix-pp-state-operations-manual.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/appendix-pp-state-operations-manual.pdf
https://mmshub.cms.gov/sites/default/files/NH-Antipsychotics-TEP-Summary-Report-Feb-2023.pdf
https://mmshub.cms.gov/sites/default/files/NH-Antipsychotics-TEP-Summary-Report-Feb-2023.pdf
https://oig.hhs.gov/reports/all/2021/cms-could-improve-the-data-it-uses-to-monitor-antipsychotic-drugs-in-nursing-homes/
https://oig.hhs.gov/reports/all/2021/cms-could-improve-the-data-it-uses-to-monitor-antipsychotic-drugs-in-nursing-homes/
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-25-20-nh-revised-2025-09-10.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-25-20-nh-revised-2025-09-10.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-25-20-nh-revised-2025-09-10.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-25-20-nh-revised-2025-09-10.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-25-20-nh-revised-2025-09-10.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-25-20-nh-revised-2025-09-10.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-25-20-nh-revised-2025-09-10.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-25-20-nh-revised-2025-09-10.pdf
https://oig.hhs.gov/reports/all/2026/nursing-homes-inappropriate-use-of-antipsychotic-drugs-poses-a-risk-to-residents/
https://oig.hhs.gov/reports/all/2026/nursing-homes-inappropriate-use-of-antipsychotic-drugs-poses-a-risk-to-residents/
https://oig.hhs.gov/reports/all/2026/nursing-homes-inappropriately-diagnosed-residents-with-schizophrenia-to-mask-the-misuse-of-antipsychotic-drugs/
https://oig.hhs.gov/reports/all/2026/nursing-homes-inappropriately-diagnosed-residents-with-schizophrenia-to-mask-the-misuse-of-antipsychotic-drugs/
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Why a New LS Measure?
• The inappropriate use of antipsychotic medications is very dangerous for nursing 

home residents in terms of acting as a chemical restraint or causing death. For over a 
decade, CMS has strived to reduce the unnecessary use of these drugs.

• In 2021, the Office of Inspector General (OIG) reported that the use of the minimum 
data set (MDS) for reporting the number of long -stay residents receiving 
antipsychotic medications may not accurately reflect the number of residents who are 
prescribed  antipsychotic medications .

• Specifically, in 2018, 12,091 Part D beneficiaries who were long-stay residents age 65 
and older—5 percent of all such beneficiaries—had a Part D claim for an antipsychotic 
drug but were not reported in the MDS as receiving an antipsychotic drug . 

• Further, nearly one-third of residents who were reported in the MDS as having 
schizophrenia—a diagnosis that excludes them from CMS’s measure of antipsychotic 
drug use—did not have any Medicare service claims for that diagnosis.
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Why a New LS Measure?

• OIG March 2026
• Nursing homes gave antipsychotic drugs to residents with dementia to manage their 

behavior for the benefit of staff, despite FDA’s warning that these drugs may increase 
the risk of death. 

• Even though antipsychotic drugs pose risks to residents’ health, nursing homes did not 
take required steps to help protect residents who were given these drugs. 

• Medical directors failed to prevent inappropriate use of antipsychotic drugs. 
• Nursing home pharmacists failed to identify medical concerns and did not recommend 

dose reductions. 
• Inadequate nursing home policies and procedures undermined safeguards meant to 

protect residents. 
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Why a New LS Measure?

• OIG March 2026
• Nursing homes inappropriately diagnosed residents with schizophrenia to mask the 

nursing homes’ misuse of antipsychotic drugs and to artificially inflate their star ratings . 
• Medical directors made inappropriate schizophrenia diagnoses to justify prescribing 

antipsychotic drugs. 
• Nursing homes also used inappropriate schizophrenia diagnoses to skirt Medicare 

safeguards intended to protect residents. 
• By inappropriately diagnosing schizophrenia, nursing homes compromised residents’ 

care. 
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New Long Stay Ant ipsychot ic Measure
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New Long Stay Ant ipsychot ic Measure
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AGENDANext Steps
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• Managing these quality measures and the implications should always be an 
IDT approach. 

• Always consider the effect that antipsychotic medication will have on the 
resident. This should be an IDT decision. 

• MDS coding accuracy is the foundation. Follow the guidelines as they are 
written. 

• Code according to pharmacological classification
• Only code a diagnosis of schizophrenia if the criteria have been met.
• Understand the changes to the long stay QM. Download the revised 

technical specifications.
• Take a proactive approach to the IQIES reports to understand where an 

antipsychotic may have been prescribed that was not captured on the 
MDS or where a diagnosis of schizophrenia was also captured/not 
captured. 

• Be prepared to respond to schizophrenia audit/survey requests.



AGENDA
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Want to Know More?
jvaneaton@broadriverrehab.com 
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