
Broad River Reflections FY 2020 SNF PPS Proposed Rule:  
The Facts Beyond the Headlines Q&A 

Q1: Joel, I've jumped on late, apologies, are our local West TN rates somewhere in the info you've sent 
to us?  I've attempted to download from the links and can't see the "proposed rates"? 

A1: The Urban and rural base rates were supplied in slides 14 and 15. To be able to see your specific 
wage adjusted rates with the updated labor related portion includes, you would need to have a resource 
that combines all of the elements together in a rate sheet like you see on slides 11 and 16. Please 
contact Tricia Wood twood@broadriverrehab.com or Randy Wadley rwadley@broadriverrehab.com for 
more information on how you can receive a rate sheet for your facility based on the FY 2022 proposed 
rule.  

Q2: Will QRP measures be tied to reimbursement?  

A2: The FY 2022 proposed rule does not mention anything about QRP measures being tied to payment. 
Also, on the SNF Open Door Forum that occurred on Thursday as well, CMS officials indicated that they 
had no plans currently to tie payment to QRP performance. For the time being the 2% adjustment to the 
Market Basket will remain tied to reporting requirements, i.e., 100% of the data necessary to calculate 
each QRP measure on at least 80% of MDS assessments. Of Note, during the Open-Door Forum, CMS 
also indicated that if the proposed COVID-19 Vaccination Coverage among Healthcare Personnel 
measure is finalized the reporting requirements for that measure, though reported through NHSN and 
not the MDS, would also impact reporting requirement and Market Basket adjustment. 

Q3: I'm wondering how they can request employee vaccination status when legally, we are not allowed 
to ask an employee if they took the vaccine? 

A3: Facilities are currently required to report COVID-19 cases through National Healthcare Safety 
Network (NHSN). This is where they are also required to report vaccine information. To understand 
more fully how this data collection for healthcare personnel works, go to  
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/weekly-covid-vac/index.html  

Q4: How will CMS gather vaccine info? 

A4: Facilities are currently required to report COVID-19 cases through National Healthcare Safety 
Network (NHSN). This is where they are also required to report vaccine information. To understand 
more fully how this data collection for healthcare personnel works, go to  
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/weekly-covid-vac/index.html  

Q5: For the HCP vaccination measure, do we know which vaccination types are going to be reported? 

A5: The measure that is being proposed is, “COVID-19 Vaccination Coverage among Healthcare 
Personnel”. At this time COVID-19 vaccination coverage among healthcare personnel is the only data 
that will contribute to this measure. 

Q6: What is deadline for comments to CMS regarding VBP? 

A6: The text of the proposed rule indicates, “To be assured consideration, comments must be received 
at one of the addresses provided below, no later than 5 p.m. on June 7, 2021.” Electronically. You may 
submit electronic comments on this regulation to  http://www.regulations.gov  Follow the "Submit a 
comment" instructions. 
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Q7: rehosp  due to infection  #1st   sepsis    #3rd   Pnemonia  but  what was the 2nd one? 

A7: In our second Data Speaks course which may be found at https://www.broadriverrehab.com/data-
speaks/, on slide 31 we indicated the following. 

Nationally for residents that were admitted to SNFs, after a hospital stay for any diagnosis other than 
septicemia, and then readmitted to a hospital in that same episode with a diagnosis of septicemia; 

• In the top 25% of SNF primary diagnosis 13% were respiratory related, 6% were Renal Related, 4% were 
related to encephalopathy, 1% were surgical related and 1% related to arterial occlusion. 

Q8: Will the QRP measures such as a skin, change in functional, ect. be tied to 2% reduction risk or just 
the dashes? 

A8: Here are the guidelines. 

The APU threshold is calculated by taking the total number of assessments with 100% of the required 
MDS data elements (numerator) divided by the number of successfully submitted assessments 
(denominator). The resulting number is multiplied by 100 to determine the threshold percentage.  

In general, MDS records submitted for patient admissions and/or discharges occurring during the 
reporting period will be included in the denominator.  

Providers must submit 80% or more of all assessments with 100% of the required MDS data elements to 
be in compliance with SNF QRP requirements. 

In other words, if any data element is missing, i.e., dashed, on an assessment that would contribute to a 
QRP measure, that assessment would not be considered to have 100% of the data included and would 
therefore count against the APU threshold. 

Q9: Do you think there will be a question added to the MDS if the resident has received the Covid 19 
vaccination like they have for the flu and pneumonia? 

A9: The proposed rule does not indicate any revisions to the MDS for FY 2022. COVID-19 vaccination 
data will be reported through NHSN. See Q3 and Q4. 

Q10: Did you say deadline was June 7? or July 7? 

A10: The text of the proposed rule indicates, “To be assured consideration, comments must be received 
at one of the addresses provided below, no later than 5 p.m. on June 7, 2021.” Electronically. You may 
submit electronic comments on this regulation to  http://www.regulations.gov  Follow the "Submit a 
comment" instructions. 

Q11: When do you think section G will be retired?  

A11: CMS made the following announcement in May of 2020:  

“CMS is delaying the release of the updated versions of the Minimum Data Set (MDS) …in order to 
provide maximum flexibilities for providers of Skilled Nursing Facilities (SNFs) to respond to the COVID-19 
Pubic Health Emergency (PHE). 
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The release of updated versions of the MDS will be delayed until Oct. 1 of the year that is at least two full 
fiscal years after the end of the COVID-19 PHE.” 

In the updated version of the MDS that was to take effect in October 2021, Section G was to be 
removed. With this announcement, it appears that this will not occur until Oct. 1 of the year that is at 
least two full fiscal years after the end of the COVID-19 PHE. Note also that in the meantime, many 
states are requiring PDPM data to be collected with OBRA type assessments in anticipation of this 
change in order to consider adapting their Medicaid RUG based reimbursement systems to more PDPM 
friendly versions. 

Q12: Has there been any information released as to why they picked Q3 of 2020 to be the first period 
where they will resume reporting of the QMs, when this was a time when most SNFs (at least in this 
area) were hardest hit by covid-19?  

A12: Q1 and Q2 data were excepted from being reported. No other quarters were part of that 
exception. This would be a good comment to make to CMS during the comment period for the proposed 
rule. Submit electronic comments on this regulation to  http://www.regulations.gov  Follow the "Submit 
a comment" instructions no later than June 7, 2021. 

Q13: Have you heard anything about the Waivers being lifted by CMS about late assessments and skilled 
days (3-day hospital stay) that was put in place last year due to COVID 19? 

A13: The most recent information that has been released regarding lifting the waivers can be found at 
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-21-17-nh.pdf. In addition, CMS lifted some of the waivers last 
summer, i.e. the PBJ reporting and MDS submission requirements. However, in the following document 
dated April 8th 2021, https://www.cms.gov/files/document/summary-covid-19-emergency-declaration-
waivers.pdf, CMS indicates that the waivers listed there would be effective through the end of the 
emergency declaration and the 3-day stay waiver continues to be listed there. The emergency 
declaration was most recently extended by the current HHS administrator, Xavier Becerra, on April 15th 
at https://www.phe.gov/emergency/news/healthactions/phe/Pages/COVID-15April2021.aspx. The 
interesting exception to this extension is that there is no end/renewal date listed as has been the case 
with the other such extensions over the last year. 

Q14: Is there word on whether the actual QRP performance will be tied to reimbursement similar to 
VBP? 

A14: Se answer to Q2. 

Q15: Can you post the link to the CMS call coming up today? 

A15: Please visit the SNF ODF page at https://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-
Education/Outreach/OpenDoorForums/ODF_SNFLTC were you can see information about the latest ODF 
and sign up for a listserv that will notify you of future SNF ODFs. Please participate as you are able, as it 
is a wonderful opportunity to converse with CMS policy makers. In the meantime, CMS has issued this 
message in the announcement for last weeks ODF. “Were you unable to attend the recent Skilled 
Nursing Facilities (SNF)/Long Term Care (LTC) ODF call? We encourage you to visit our CMS Podcasts and 
Transcript webpage where you can listen and view the most recent Skilled Nursing Facilities (SNF)/Long 
Term Care (LTC) ODF call. Please allow up to three weeks to get both the audio and transcript posted to: 
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https://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-
Education/Outreach/OpenDoorForums/PodcastAndTranscripts.html.  

Q15: Is the 3-day prior hospitalization to SNF still active? 

A15: See answer to Q13. 

Q16: May 7 th cutoff date for late assessment? 

A16: I am assuming that you are asking about the emergency blanket waiver of the timeframe 
requirements for completing and transmitting resident assessment information (Minimum Data Set 
(MDS). This is addressed in the document found at https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-21-17-
nh.pdf. Specifically, CMS is announcing the ending of select Emergency Blanket Waivers during the 
COVID -19 PHE, one of which is the Emergency Blanket Waiver of Minimum Data Set (MDS) Timeframe 
Requirements (42 CFR §483.20). 

Q17: Have you heard anything about the adding a question whether resident is a veteran on the MDS? 

A17: No, the proposed rule does not indicate the addition of any new items to the MDS for FY 2022. 
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