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APPRO VAL STATEMENT DISCLO SURE
• This nursing continuing professional development activity was approved 

by Broad River Rehab, an accredited approver by the American Nurses 
Credentialing Center's Commission on Accreditation. 

• This course has been approved for 1.5 contact hours.

• Broad River Rehab is not charging for this educational offering and has no 
financial or other conflicts of interest regarding this program.

CONFLICT OF INTEREST DISCLOSURE
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SUCCESSFUL CO MPLETIO N 
REQ UIREMENTS

• Live, virtual
• In order to obtain nursing contact hours, you must participate in the entire 

program, participate in audience polling and/or Q&A and complete the 
evaluation.

• Contact hours for this program will not be awarded after 1 week
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DISCLOSURE OF THE EXPIRATION DATE FOR 
AWARDING CONTACT HOURS FOR ENDURING 
PROGRAMS



BROAD RIVER REHAB

• Understand the components of the nursing 
category in the PDPM

• Recognize how the nursing category components 
intersect the value-based programs, 5-Star, SNF 
QRP and VBP

• Identify opportunities through the integrated IDT 
approach

• Apply these principles to facility operational 
strategies

PDPM Refresher:
Nursing Category

Learning 
Objectives
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Resources
• MDS 3.0 v1.20.1 Data Sets and Manual
• CMS PDPM Website
• Broad River Rehab Insiders
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https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/NursingHomeQualityInits/MDS30RAIManual
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/NursingHomeQualityInits/MDS30RAIManual
https://www.cms.gov/medicare/payment/prospective-payment-systems/skilled-nursing-facility-snf/patient-driven-model
https://www.cms.gov/medicare/payment/prospective-payment-systems/skilled-nursing-facility-snf/patient-driven-model
https://broadriverrehab.com/resources/
https://broadriverrehab.com/resources/


The  PDPM Nursing Cate gory
Funct ion Score



Step 1: Calculate the Nursing Function Score

• Calculate the resident’s Function Score for nursing payment. 
• PDPM uses the following section GG self care and mobility items to determine 

the Function Score for nursing:
• Eating Admission Performance (GG0130A1) 
• Toileting Hygiene Admission Performance (GG0130C1) 
• Sit to Lying Admission Performance (GG0170B1) 
• Lying to Sitting on Side of Bed Admission Performance (GG0170C1) 
• Sit to Stand Admission Performance (GG0170D1)
• Chair/Bed -to-Chair Transfer Admission Performance (GG0170E1)
• Toilet Transfer Admission Performance (GG0170F1)
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Step 1: Calculate the Nursing Function Score
       Nursing Function Score Conversion Table
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Step 1: Calculate the Nursing Function Score
•From nursing function score conversion table, enter the Function 
Score for each item:

Eating
 Eating Function Score: _____
Toileting Hygiene
 Toileting Hygiene Function Score: _____
Bed Mobility
 Sit to Lying Function Score: _____
 Lying to Sitting on Side of Bed Function Score: _____
Transfer
 Sit to Stand Function Score: _____

 Chair/Bed -to-Chair Function Score: _____
 Toilet Transfer Function Score: _____
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Step 1: Calculate the Nursing Function Score
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• Average the scores for Sit to Lying and Lying to Sitting on Side of Bed. 
Bed Mobility
 Sit to Lying Function Score: _____ +
 Lying to Sitting on Side of Bed Function Score: _____ = _____ ÷ 2
 = Average Bed Mobility Function Score : _____ 

• Average the scores for Sit to Stand, Chair/Bed-to-Chair and Toilet Transfer.
Transfer
 Sit to Stand Function Score: _____ +

 Chair/Bed -to-Chair Function Score: _____ +
 Toilet Transfer Function Score: _____ = _____ ÷ 3 
 = Average Transfer Function Score: _____ 



Step 1: Calculate the Nursing Function Score
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The  PDPM Nursing Cate gory
Case  Mix Groups



Step 2: Determine the Case Mix Group

• Nursing classification under PDPM employs the hierarchical classification 
method . In the hierarchical approach, start at the top and work down through 
the PDPM nursing classifications; the assigned classification is the first group for 
which the resident qualifies.

• In other words, start with the Extensive Services groups at the top of the PDPM 
nursing classification model. Then go down through the groups in hierarchical 
order: Extensive Services, Special Care High, Special Care Low, Clinically 
Complex, Behavioral Symptoms and Cognitive Performance, and Reduced 
Physical Function. 

• When you find the first of the 25 individual PDPM nursing groups for which the 
resident qualifies, assign that group as the PDPM nursing classification
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The  PDPM Nursing Cate gory
Case  Mix Groups (Exte nsive  Se rvice s)



Step 2: Determine the Case Mix Group (Extensive Services)
• Step 1:
• Determine whether the resident is coded for one of the following treatments or 

services:
• O0110E1b Tracheostomy care while a resident
• O0110F1b Invasive mechanical ventilator or respirator while a resident
• O0110M1b Isolation or quarantine for active infectious disease while a resident
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Step 2: Determine the Case Mix Group (Extensive Services)
• Step 2:
• If at least one of these treatments or services is coded and the resident has a 

total PDPM Nursing Function Score of 14 or less, they classify in the Extensive 
Services category. Move to Step #3.

• If the resident does not receive one of these treatments or services, skip to the 
Special Care High Category

• NOTE: If the resident’s PDPM Nursing Function Score is 15 or 16, they classify as 
Clinically Complex.
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Step 2: Determine the Case Mix Group (Extensive Services)
• Step 3:
• If  the resident classifies in the Extensive Services category, use this chart to 

determine the Extensive Services category in which to place them:
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The  PDPM Nursing Cate gory
Case  Mix Groups (Spe cial Care  High)



Step 2: Determine the Case Mix Group (Special Care High)
• Step 1:
• Determine whether the resident is coded for one of the following conditions or 

services:
• B0100 , Section GG items Comatose and completely dependent or activity did not 

occur at admission (GG0130A1, GG0130C1, GG0170B1, GG0170C1, GG0170D1, 
GG0170E1, and GG0170F1 all equal 01, 09, or 88)

• I2100 Septicemia
• I2900, N0350A , B Diabetes with both of the following:

• Insulin injections for all 7 days (N0350A )
• Insulin order changes on 2 or more days (N0350B )

• I5100, Nursing Function Score Quadriplegia with Nursing Function Score <= 11
• I6200, J1100C Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease and shortness of breath when 

lying flat
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Step 2: Determine the Case Mix Group (Special Care High)
• Step 1 (cont.):

• J1550A, others Fever and one of the following:
• I2000 Pneumonia
• J1550B Vomiting
• K0300  Weight loss (1 or 2)
• *K0520B2 or K0520B3 Feeding tube

  *Tube feeding classification requirements:

 (1) K0710A3 is 51% or more of total calories OR

 (2) K0710A3 is 26% to 50% of total calories and K0710B3 is 501 cc or more per day fluid enteral intake in the last 7 
       days

• K0520A2 or K0520A3 Parenteral/IV feedings
• O0400D2  Respiratory therapy for all 7 days
• If the resident does not have one of the conditions from step 1, skip to the Special Care 
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Step 2: Determine the Case Mix Group (Special Care High)

• Step 2:
• If at least one of the special care conditions above is coded and the resident has 

a total PDPM Nursing Function Score of 14 or less, they classify as Special Care 
High. Move to Step #3. 

• If the resident's PDPM Nursing Function Score is 15 or 16, they classify as 
Clinically Complex. Skip to the Clinically Complex Category.

• Step 3:
• Evaluate for depression with a PHQ 2 to 9 D0160 Total Severity Score that is 

greater than or equal to 10 but not 99, or a PHQ-9 OV D0600 Total Severity 
Score that is greater than or equal to 10.
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Step 2: Determine the Case Mix Group (Special Care High)

• Step 4:
• Select the Special Care High classification based on the Qualifying Clinical 

Criteria, PDPM Nursing Function Score and the presence or absence of 
depression using this table:
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The  PDPM Nursing Cate gory
Case  Mix Groups (Spe cial Care  Low)



Step 2: Determine the Case Mix Group (Special Care Low)
• Step 1:
• Determine whether the resident is coded for one of the following conditions or 

services:
• I4400 , Nursing Function Score Cerebral palsy, with Nursing Function Score <=11
• I5200 , Nursing Function Score Multiple sclerosis, with Nursing Function Score <=11
• I5300 , Nursing Function Score Parkinson’s disease, with Nursing Function Score <=11
• I6300 , O0110C1b Respiratory failure and oxygen therapy while a resident
• K0520B2 or K0520B3 Feeding tube*
      *Tube feeding classification requirements:

(1) K0710A3 is 51% or more of total calories OR

(2) K0710A3 is 26% to 50% of total calories and K0710B3 is 501 cc or more per day fluid enteral intake in the last 7 
days.
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Step 2: Determine the Case Mix Group (Special Care Low)
• Step 1 (cont.):

• M0300B1  Two or more stage 2 pressure ulcers with two or more selected skin 
treatments**

• M0300C1, D1, F1 Any stage 3 or 4 pressure ulcer or any unstageable pressure ulcer due 
to slough and/or eschar with two or more selected skin treatments**

• M1030 Two or more venous/arterial ulcers with two or more selected skin treatments**
• M0300B1, M1030 1 stage 2 pressure ulcer and 1 venous/arterial ulcer with 2 or more 

selected skin treatments**
• **Selected skin treatments: #M1200A, B Pressure relieving chair and/or bed, M1200C 

Turning/repositioning program, M1200D  Nutrition or hydration intervention, M1200E Pressure 
ulcer/injury care, M1200G  Application of nonsurgical dressings (not to feet), M1200H Application of 
ointments/medications (not to feet). 

        #Count as one treatment even if both provided
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Step 2: Determine the Case Mix Group (Special Care Low)
• Step 1 (cont.):

• M1040A, B, C; M1200I Foot infection, diabetic foot ulcer or other open lesion of foot 
with application of dressings to the feet

• O0110B1b Radiation treatment while a resident
• O0110J1b Dialysis treatment while a resident

• If the resident does not have one of the conditions from step 1, skip to the 
Clinically Complex Category
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Step 2: Determine the Case Mix Group (Special Care Low)
• Step 2:
• If at least one of the special care conditions coded and the resident has a total 

PDPM Nursing Function Score of 14 or less, they classify as Special Care Low. 
Move to step three.

• If the resident's PDPM Nursing Function Score is 15 or 16, they classify as 
Clinically Complex.

• Step 3:
• Evaluate for depression with a PHQ 2 to 9 D0160 Total Severity Score that is 

greater than or equal to 10 but not 99, or a PHQ-9 OV D0600 Total Severity 
Score that is greater than or equal to 10.
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Step 2: Determine the Case Mix Group (Special Care Low)

• Step 4:
• Select the Special Care Low classification based on the Qualifying Clinical 

Criteria, PDPM Nursing Function Score and the presence or absence of 
depression using this table:
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The  PDPM Nursing Cate gory
Case  Mix Groups (Clinically Comple x)



Step 2: Determine the Case Mix Group (Clinically Complex)
• Step 1:
• Determine whether the resident is coded for one of the following conditions or 

services:
• I2000  Pneumonia
• I4900 Hemiplegia/hemiparesis with Nursing Function Score <= 11
• M1040D, E Open lesions (other than ulcers, rashes, and cuts) or surgical wounds with 

any selected skin treatments*
*Selected Skin Treatments: M1200F Surgical wound care, M1200G Application of nonsurgical      
dressing (other than to feet), M1200H  Application of ointments/medications (other than to feet)
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Step 2: Determine the Case Mix Group (Clinically Complex)
• Step 1 (cont.):

• M1040F  Burns (second or third degree)
• O0110A1b Chemotherapy while a resident
• O0110C1b Oxygen therapy while a resident
• O0110H1b IV Medications while a resident
• O0110I1b Transfusions while a resident

• If the resident does not have one of these conditions, skip to the Behavioral 
Symptoms and Cognitive Performance
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Step 2: Determine the Case Mix Group (Clinically Complex)
• Step 2:
• Evaluate for depression with a PHQ 2 to 9 D0160 Total Severity Score that is 

greater than or equal to 10 but not 99, or a PHQ-9 OV D0600 Total Severity 
Score that is greater than or equal to 10.

• Step 3:
• Select the Special Care Low classification based on the Qualifying Clinical 

Criteria, PDPM Nursing Function Score and the presence or absence of 
depression using this table:
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The  PDPM Nursing Cate gory
Case  Mix Groups (Be havior/ Cognit ion)



Step 2: Determine the Case Mix Group (Behavioral/Cognition)
• Step 1:
• Determine the resident’s PDPM Nursing Function Score. If the resident's PDPM 

Nursing Function Score is 11 or greater, go to Step #2.
• If the PDPM Nursing Function Score is less than 11, skip to the Reduced Physical Function
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Step 2: Determine the Case Mix Group (Behavioral/Cognition)
• Step 2:
• If the resident interview using the Brief Interview for Mental Status (BIMS) was 

not conducted (indicated by a value of “0” for item C0100), skip the remainder 
of this step and proceed to Step #3 to check staff assessment for cognitive 
impairment.

• Determine the resident’s cognitive  status based on resident interview using the 
BIMS

• If the resident’s Summary Score is less than or equal to 9, they classify in the 
Behavioral Symptoms and Cognitive Performance category. Skip to Step #5.

• If the resident’s Summary Score is greater than 9 but not 99, proceed to Step 
#4 to check behavioral symptoms.

• If the resident’s Summary Score is 99 (resident interview not successful) or the 
Summary Score is blank (resident interview not attempted and skipped) or the 
Summary Score has a dash value (not assessed), proceed to Step #3 to check 
staff assessment for cognitive impairment.
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Step 2: Determine the Case Mix Group (Behavioral/Cognition)
• Step 3:
• Determine the resident’s cognitive status based on the staff assessment rather than on 

resident interview.
• Check if one of the three following conditions exists:

• 1. B0100 Coma (B0100 = 1) and completely dependent or activity did not occur at admission 
(GG0130A1, GG0130C1, GG0170B1, GG0170C1, GG0170D1, GG0170E1, and GG0170F1 all 
equal 01, 09, or 88)

• 2. C1000 Severely impaired cognitive skills for daily decision making (C1000 = 3)
• 3. B0700, C0700, C1000 Two or more of the following impairment indicators are present:

• B0700 > 0 Usually, sometimes, or rarely/never understood
• C0700 = 1 Short-term memory problem
• C1000 > 0 Impaired cognitive skills for daily decision making

  and
• One or more of the following severe impairment indicators are present:
• B0700 >= 2 Sometimes or rarely/never makes self understood
• C1000 >= 2 Moderately or severely impaired cognitive skills for daily decision making
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Step 2: Determine the Case Mix Group (Behavioral/Cognition)
• Step 3 (cont.):
• If the resident meets one of the three above conditions, then they classify in 

Behavioral Symptoms and Cognitive Performance. Skip to Step #5. If they do 
not meet any of the three conditions, proceed to Step #4.
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Step 2: Determine the Case Mix Group (Behavioral/Cognition)
• Step 4:
• Determine whether the resident presents with one of the following behavioral 

symptoms:
– E0100A Hallucinations
– E0100B Delusions
– E0200A Physical behavioral symptoms directed toward others (2 or 3)
– E0200B Verbal behavioral symptoms directed toward others (2 or 3)
– E0200C Other behavioral symptoms not directed toward others (2 or 3)
– E0800 Rejection of care (2 or 3)
– E0900 Wandering (2 or 3)

• If the resident presents with one of the symptoms above, then they classify in 
Behavioral Symptoms and Cognitive Performance. Proceed to Step #5. If they 
do not present with behavioral symptoms, skip to the Reduced Physical 
Function Category.
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Step 2: Determine the Case Mix Group (Behavioral/Cognition)
• Step 5:
• Determine Restorative Nursing Count
• Count the number of the following services provided for 15 or more minutes a 

day for 6 or more of the last 7 days:
• ** H0200C, H0500 Urinary toileting program and/or bowel toileting program
• ** O0500A, B  Passive and/or active range of motion
• O0500C  Splint or brace assistance
• ** O0500D, F Bed mobility and/or walking training
• O0500E  Transfer training
• O0500G  Dressing and/or grooming training
• O0500H  Eating and/or swallowing training
• O0500I  Amputation/prostheses care
• O0500J Communication training

 **Count as one service even if both provided
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Step 2: Determine the Case Mix Group (Behavioral/Cognition)
• Step 6:
• Select the final PDPM Classification by using the total PDPM Nursing 

Function Score and the Restorative Nursing Count using this trable .
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The  PDPM Nursing Cate gory
Case  Mix Groups (Re duced  Physical Funct ion)



Step 2: Determine the Case Mix Group (Reduced Physical 
Function)

• Step 1:
• Residents who do not meet the conditions of any of the previous categories, 

including those who would meet the criteria for the Behavioral Symptoms and 
Cognitive Performance category but have a PDPM Nursing Function Score less 
than 11, are placed in this category.
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Step 2: Determine the Case Mix Group (Reduced Physical 
Function)

• Step 2:
• Determine Restorative Nursing Count
• Count the number of the following services provided for 15 or more minutes a 

day for 6 or more of the last 7 days:
• ** H0200C, H0500 Urinary toileting program and/or bowel toileting program
• ** O0500A, B  Passive and/or active range of motion
• O0500C  Splint or brace assistance
• ** O0500D, F Bed mobility and/or walking training
• O0500E  Transfer training
• O0500G Dressing and/or grooming training
• O0500H  Eating and/or swallowing training
• O0500I  Amputation/prostheses care
• O0500J  Communication training

 **Count as one service even if both provided
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Step 2: Determine the Case Mix Group (Reduced Physical 
Function)

• Step 3:
• Select the PDPM Classification by using the PDPM Nursing Function Score and 

the Restorative Nursing Count from this table.
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The  PDPM Nursing Cate gory
Case  Mix Groups (Rate s)



PDPM Nursing Case Mix Groups (Extras)
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• Remember! For Medicare Part A, a diagnosis of B20 (HIV) adds 18% to 
the nursing category rate. This must be on the UB-04, regardless of 
whether your state allows in in I8000 on the MDS.

 Example: PDPM Urban Rate ES1 $364.17 (364.17 *1.18 = 429.72, 
+$65.56/day)



PDPM 
Nursing 

Case Mix Groups
(proposed FY 2027 Rates)
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PDPM Nursing Case Mix Group
Depression
(PHQ-2 to 9 

>= 10)

Restorative
 (2 or More)

GG Based 
Function 

Score

Nursing Case-
Mix Index

Urban Rate Rural Rate

ES3 - - 0-14 3.84 504.84$          482.34$          

ES2 - - 0-14 2.9 381.26$          364.27$          

ES1 - - 0-14 2.77 364.17$          347.94$          

HDE2 Yes - 0-5 2.27 298.44$          285.13$          

HDE1 No - 0-5 1.88 247.16$          236.15$          

HBC2 Yes - 6-14 2.12 278.72$          266.29$          

HBC1 No - 6-14 1.76 231.39$          221.07$          

LDE2  Yes - 0-5 1.97 259.00$          247.45$          

LDE1  No - 0-5 1.64 215.61$          206.00$          

LBC2 Yes - 6-14 1.63 214.30$          204.74$          

LBC1 No - 6-14 1.35 177.48$          169.57$          

CDE2 Yes - 0-5 1.77 232.70$          222.33$          

CDE1 No - 0-5 1.53 201.15$          192.18$          

CBC2 Yes - 6-14 1.47 193.26$          184.65$          

CA2 Yes - 15-16 1.03 135.41$          129.38$          

CBC1 No - 6-14 1.27 166.97$          159.52$          

CA1 No - 15-16 0.89 117.01$          111.79$          

BAB2 - 2 or more 11-16 0.98 128.84$          123.10$          

BAB1 - 0 or 1 11-16 0.94 123.58$          118.07$          

PDE2 - 2 or more 0-5 1.48 194.58$          185.90$          

PDE1 - 0 or 1 0-5 1.39 182.74$          174.60$          

PBC2 - 2 or more 6-14 1.15 151.19$          144.45$          

PA2 - 2 or more 15-16 0.67 88.08$            84.16$            

PBC1 - 0 or 1 6-14 1.07 140.67$          134.40$          

PA1 - 0 or 1 15-16 0.62 81.51$            77.88$            



Next Steps
• The PDPM Nursing category is foundational to a rate that accurately 

represents the resident’s unique clinical condition(s).
• Timely MDS completion, and solid supporting documentation is key to 

MDS coding accuracy and the requisite PDPM rate.
•  ARD management skills are a must. 
• Accurate interviews (BIMS and PHQ 2 to 9) are a necessary 

requirement.
• Ongoing GG and category component training should be a no-brainer.
• IPA evaluation and management surrounding clinical category shifts 

can make or break an appropriate representative rate.
• Utilize the tools/training videos/Color coded MDS in BRR Insiders.
• Utilize Documentation Navigator to its fullest.
• The nursing category requires an “all hands on deck” approach.
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QUESTIONS?
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Find out More!

jvaneaton@broadriverrehab.com
Email

www.broadriverrehab.com
Website
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