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APPROVAL STATEMENT DISCLOSURE
• This nursing continuing professional development activity was approved by 

Broad River Rehab, an accredited approver by the American Nurses 
Credentialing Center's Commission on Accreditation. 

• This course has been approved for 1.5 contact hours.

• Broad River Rehab is not charging for this educational offering and has no 
financial or other conflicts of interest regarding this program.
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CONFLICT OF INTEREST DISCLOSURE



SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION 
REQUIREMENTS
• Live, in-person

• In order to obtain nursing contact hours, you must attend the entire activity, 
participate in case study analysis, and complete the evaluation.

• Live, virtual
• In order to obtain nursing contact hours, you must participate in the entire 

program, participate in audience polling and/or Q&A and complete the 
evaluation.

• Web-Based/On-Demand
• In order to obtain nursing contact hours, you must view the entire program, 

and complete the evaluation.

B R O A D  R I V E R  R E H A B



• Contact hours for this program will not be awarded after 30 days
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DISCLOSURE OF THE EXPIRATION DATE FOR 
AWARDING CONTACT HOURS FOR ENDURING 
PROGRAMS
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• Identify the PDPM nursing categories

• Recognize the MDS components that make up each 
category

• Understand where the PDPM nursing category impacts the 
payment methodology

• Apply this knowledge to everyday practice 
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Learning 
Objectives
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The PDPM Nursing Category

• Traditionally, the PDPM nursing category has been underutilized in its 
representation of resident unique characteristics. 

• With the elimination of section G in MDS 3.0 v1.18.11 in October 2023, states 
are moving away from RUG based case mix index rate adjustments to PDPM 
based systems that generally incorporate only the PDPM nursing category in 
that calculation. 

• It is crucial that nursing facility IDTs have a working understanding of the 25 
PDPM nursing categories to ensure both Medicare and Medicaid CMI accurately 
reflects resident acuity that results in proper payment.
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The PDPM Nursing Category Components
The Nursing Function Score
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The PDPM Nursing Category Components

The Nursing Function Score
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Item Score Total
GG0130A1 4 3 3
GG0130C1 3 2 2
GG0170B1 3 2 1.50
GG0170C1 2 1
GG0170D1 2 1
GG0170E1 2 1 1.00
GG0170F1 2 1

Total 8 7.50

Section GG Item Score Calc
Self-care: Eating 0-4

Self-care: Toileting Hygiene 0-4
Mobility: Sit to lying

0-4 (average of 2 items)
Mobility: Lying to sitting on side of bed

Mobility: Sit to stand
0-4 (average of 3 items)Mobility: Chair/bed-to-chair transfer

Mobility: Toilet transfer

USUAL PERFORMANCE
A resident’s functional status can be impacted by the environment or situations encountered at the facility. 
Observing the resident’s interactions with others in different locations and circumstances is important for a 
comprehensive understanding of the resident’s functional status. If the resident’s functional status varies, 
record the resident’s usual ability to perform each activity. Do not record the resident’s best performance 
and do not record the resident’s worst performance, but rather record the resident’s usual performance.



The PDPM Nursing Category Components
The PHQ-2 to 9
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Sum >= 10



The PDPM Nursing Category Components
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The PDPM Nursing Category Components
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TIP:
O0110E1, Tracheostomy care
Code cleansing of the tracheostomy and/or cannula in this item. This item may be coded if the resident performs 
their own tracheostomy care. This item includes laryngectomy tube care.



The PDPM Nursing Category Components
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TIP:
Check J1100C: if shortness of breath or trouble breathing is present when the resident 
attempts to lie flat. Also code this as present if the resident avoids lying flat because of 
shortness of breath. 



The PDPM Nursing Category Components
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TIP:
K0520B2 or K0520B3 Feeding Tube requirements allow a lookback into the hospital stay. 
Intake requirements must be met.



The PDPM Nursing Category Components
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TIP:
O0110 items are in a 14-day lookback period and may be captured even if they only occurred 1 time.



The PDPM Nursing Category Components
Behavioral Symptoms and Cognitive Performance 

• Step 1: Determine the resident’s PDPM Nursing Function Score. The resident's 
PDPM Nursing Function Score must be 11 or greater. If the PDPM Nursing 
Function Score is less than 11, skip to the Reduced Physical Function Category

• Step 2: Determine the resident’s cognitive status based on resident interview 
using the BIMS. If the resident’s Summary Score is less than or equal to 9, they 
classify in the Behavioral Symptoms and Cognitive Performance category.

• Step 3: If the Staff Assessment is used to determine Cognitive Performance and 
the resident  meets one of the following three conditions, then they classify in 
Behavioral Symptoms and Cognitive Performance.
• 1. Coma (B0100 = 1) and completely dependent or activity did not occur at admission 

(GG0130A1, GG0130C1, GG0170B1, GG0170C1, GG0170D1, GG0170E1, and 
GG0170F1 all equal 01, 09, or 88)

• 2. Severely impaired cognitive skills for daily decision making (C1000 = 3)
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The PDPM Nursing Category Components
Behavioral Symptoms and Cognitive Performance 

• Step 3 (cont.): 
• 3. Two or more of the following impairment indicators are present: 
• B0700 > 0 Usually, sometimes, or rarely/never understood 
• C0700 = 1 Short-term memory problem 
• C1000 > 0  Impaired cognitive skills for daily decision making and 
• One or more of the following severe impairment indicators are present: 
• B0700 >= 2 Sometimes or rarely/never makes self understood 
• C1000 >= 2 Moderately or severely impaired cognitive skills for daily decision making
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The PDPM Nursing Category Components
Behavioral Symptoms and Cognitive Performance 

• Step 4: Determine whether the resident presents with one of the following 
behavioral symptoms:

• E0100A Hallucinations
• E0100B Delusions
• E0200A Physical behavioral symptoms directed toward others (2 or 3)
• E0200B Verbal behavioral symptoms directed toward others (2 or 3)
• E0200C Other behavioral symptoms not directed toward others (2 or 3)
• E0800 Rejection of care (2 or 3)
• E0900 Wandering (2 or 3)
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The PDPM Nursing Category Components
Reduced Physical Function

• Residents who do not meet the conditions of any of the previous categories, 
including those who would meet the criteria for the Behavioral Symptoms and 
Cognitive Performance category but have a PDPM Nursing Function Score less 
than 11, are placed in this category.
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The PDPM Nursing Category Quick Grouper
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Questions?
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